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Dear Church Family, 

I have never had to write a more difficult letter in my life.  I know this is rather long, but I am asking you to 

please read this important letter in its entirety. 

Throughout my life all I have ever attempted to do is to be obedient to Christ.  Going back all the way to my 

days as a junior high student, on the night when I prayed to commit my life to pastoral ministry, I remember 

simply saying, “Whatever you want God, I am yours.  I will go wherever you want, serve however you want.  

My life belongs to you.” 

Over the nearly seven years I have served in Celina I have tried to teach this same kind of obedience as the 

way of the Christian life.  I cannot count how many times I have encouraged you all to trust God’s plan more 

than your own plan or to ask God where he would lead and then just do it in faith.  To my core I believe the 

Christian life is a call to radical obedience to our Lord. 

For that reason I simply cannot ignore when God makes it incredibly clear that he is asking me to do 

something.  Even when it’s hard.  Even when it’s not what I planned.  Even when it’s not really what I want to 

do.  If I know in my soul that Jesus is asking me to follow him in a specific way I cannot say no and stand up as 

a Christian leader with a clear conscience. 

In the past months God has spoken to me more clearly and directly than almost any time in my life about 

something he is asking me to do.  The only other time in my life that I have ever sensed God speak so clearly 

was when He first called me into ministry in the first place. 

Friends, God has made it clear that I am being called to serve as a missionary to our own nation and to join 

the staff of Time to Revive in order to help advance the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  God has uniquely opened 

doors and laid the path for me to work with churches across our nation to break down denominational walls 

to help usher in a new movement of God in our state and country. 

I plan to officially step down as your pastor beginning July 1, 2017 and begin working full-time as a 

missionary.  My family and I will be relocating to Tipp City, Ohio and I will be traveling from there. 

Please understand how hard this is for me and Heidi.  In many ways we are heartbroken.  We love, and I do 

mean love, this community and church.  I genuinely believed that we were going to have the opportunity to 

serve the Grand Lake region for years to come.  That was always my hope. 

My only motivation for this move is to be obedient to Christ.  That is my fundamental desire in life.  And I 

know to the core of my being that this is what God is asking me to do.  In the last couple of months God has 

confirmed it over and over in all sorts of ways: through the inner witness of the Holy Spirit, through a vision in 

a time of prayer, through the counsel of wise Christians around me, through God speaking to my wife, 

through an evaluation of my gifts and their potential alignment with this ministry, and through some 

supernatural circumstances that cannot be explained apart from God.  God has confirmed this calling over 

and over again.  I did not plan on it.  I did not seek it out.  The Lord has just made it as clear as anything I have 

ever discerned in my life.  
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I understand that the timing is somewhat difficult given the recent merger between St. Paul’s and 

Montezuma to form Grand Lake UMC.  However, I believe that the same God who is calling me in this new 

direction never covers only half of the equation and I have full confidence that God will provide for our local 

church in an amazing way.  I have already been in contact with our denomination’s leadership and they are 

working with our Staff Parish Relations Committee to diligently identify a dynamic leader to lead this church 

in its next season. 

Grand Lake UMC is strategically positioned to lead the cause of Christ throughout the Grand Lake region for 

years to come.  The next person God calls to lead this amazing church will have an exciting foundation upon 

which to build and I trust he or she will lead the church to places that I never could. 

Please hear this part…  Friends, if my leaving causes our church to lose momentum or let up on our vision to 

offer real hope for real life in Jesus Christ all across the Grand Lake region, then I have failed in my leadership.  

This was never about me or any single person.  God is on the move through our church.  If you have heard me 

say anything in my time here I hope it was that this is Jesus’ church, not my church or your church.  Please, 

please, please remain committed to this church body after I am gone.  Please give more generously than ever 

to fuel the movement.  Please serve more, attend more, and lead more.  My time here will have been a 

waste if somehow my leaving hurts the church.  God has blessed this church in so many ways and that comes 

with great responsibility.  I know the lay leadership of this church cares too much for our community and the 

world to let up on our mission now. 

Something that gives me great hope and peace is the incredible team that will remain in place.  I believe we 

have the best staff team in the entire West Ohio Conference.  Pastor Diane, Pastor Matt O. and Pastor Dean 

are amazing pastors that will continue to serve you well.  Honestly, most of what happens at the church 

doesn’t happen because of me.  I am often the mouthpiece that does the talking (often too much talking!), 

but our incredible team and the many lay leaders in our congregation are what really make the ministry 

happen.  None of that is changing.  And I fully believe that Grand Lake UMC’s best days are still ahead of her.  

God has so much more that He is calling this church to do and be. 

Please know how much I love and care for you all.  My life will never be the same because of my time here in 

Celina.  You have all been such a blessing to me and my family.  In so many ways I never felt worthy to be 

your pastor.  You have encouraged, prayed, loved, supported, given and cared for me, Heidi, Nolan, Grady, 

and Jonathan in such tangible ways.  Even when I took over as the lead pastor at a young age, and was given 

an opportunity I did not really deserve, you exhibited so much grace and allowed me to grow into my 

leadership.  No matter where I live or serve, part of my heart will always be in Mercer County. 

I will cherish the next months that we will spend together before this transition.  My hope is that this season 

will feel less like you are losing a pastor and more like you are sending a missionary into the mission field. 

My closing words for you are the words of Paul to the Philippians… 

“I thank my God every time I remember you.  In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of 

your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he who began a good 

work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 1:3-6) 

Your servant in Christ, for the sake of the world, 

 

Pastor Matt Reynolds 


