
July 21, 2018 
 

 
Dear Friends, Family and Ministry Support Team, 
 
I want to share an exciting update about my ministry. I have been able to connect with some of 
you already and I would love to have connected with each of you face to face first, but with the 
way news travels I thought it best to send out a letter to everyone explaining a significant 
transition coming up for our family. I still plan to arrange meetings with as many of you as 
possible to share more details about what God has put on my heart, but at least this letter will 
outline the basics. 
 
First, let me start by saying THANK YOU! You all have been incredible in your prayers, 
encouragement and financial support in this past year. As we transitioned from our pastoral 
ministry in Celina to becoming full-time missionaries with reviveOHIO, you are the ones God has 
used to carry us every step of the way. 
 
The past year of ministry has been incredible. We have seen God move and change lives all 
around Ohio. We have launched reviveOHIO in five new counties and helped prepare the way 
in several more. Along the way there are countless stories of real lives being transformed by 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Thinking back over the past year and half it is incredible how much Time to Revive has 
impacted my life. When the Lord aligned the people and circumstances to bring reviveOHIO to 
Mercer County in December 2016 I was so excited for how it might impact our church and 
community, but I had no clue how much it would shape and alter my own life. 
 
During that time the Lord made it so clear that I was being called to take a step of faith and 
leave the church that I pastored and loved. It’s been a wild ride ever since. The past year has 
been full of some challenges, but mostly overwhelming joys while getting a front row seat to see 
lives transformed in counties around Ohio. 
 
This past year of serving and learning this new mode of ministry has also been an ongoing time 
of growth and discernment for me personally. I am more clear now on how God has shaped me 
and what he has called me to do than ever before in my life. It has been that refinement process 
and clarification of calling that leads me to what I need to share with you today. 
 
The Lord has made it abundantly clear in recent months that he is again calling me to take a 
new step of faith and launch a brand new ministry that takes all that I have learned through 
Revive and help lead revival within my Wesleyan/Methodist family. 
 
As most of you know, I came to TTR as a Methodist pastor. Even when I was younger and tried 
to get away from this particular expression of the church the Lord kept calling me back...not so 



much because of the current state of our denomination, but because of the world-shaping 
impact in our original roots. In the early days of Methodism in the 1700s, John Wesley helped 
usher in perhaps the most sustained revival in history that reshaped Christianity in England and 
America. It was a version of Christianity that called people to sacrifice, demonstrated the power 
of the Holy Spirit, and was committed to unprecedented evangelism and discipleship. Although 
in many ways we have drifted in recent decades, that is the truth of who our church was called 
to be. I believe the Wesleyan stream of Christianity, which includes 80 million people in the 
world in different denominations, is like a sleeping giant. The Methodist church is the only 
religious body to ever plant a church in every county of every state in the United States. We 
literally have potential missional outposts everywhere. 
 
Even in the midst of serving with reviveOHIO I have never lost my heart and passion for the 
Methodist/Wesleyan tribe. If anything, my time of learning this past year has only given me a 
greater passion to see a new awakening in this segment of the church! This is a driving passion 
in my life...to see this portion of the church re-awakened to their roots and their potential impact 
in the 21st Century. In recent months, seemingly out of nowhere, the Lord has opened some 
incredible doors for me to start a new ministry that has the potential to become a catalyst for 
true renewal in this circle across the country. God has given me favor with some influential 
leaders and key persons who are desiring the same thing. 
 
So here’s the bottom line… I am currently in the process of launching a new ministry called 
Spirit and Truth. Spirit and Truth is a new movement of Wesleyan-minded Christians seeking to 
awaken and equip the church, through the power of the Holy Spirit, to share the Gospel and 
make disicples of Jesus Christ. I would invite you read more about my new ministry at 
www.spiritandtruth.life. 
 
The most basic way I would describe this is that God is opening doors for me to take all the 
principles and methods I have learned through Revive and specifically target key 
Wesleyan/Methodist churches around the country. 
 
What this means practically is that in the next two months I will be stepping down as an official 
missionary with TTR and giving my full-time attention to this new ministry. I still love and 
appreciate the ministry of TTR and our reviveOHIO team. I have offered to help in any way 
possible going forward to help keep the mission going. This may mean serving as a volunteer in 
different capacities with Ohio outreaches, or even doing some continued teaching/speaking, etc. 
I am not divorcing myself from Revive, but rather just trying to be faithful to the calling and clear 
divine opportunity that the Lord has put before me. 
 
I have been in constant communication with the TTR and reviveOhio leadership and everyone 
has been incredibly supportive. In many ways it feels like TTR is launching me into this new 
ministry as an extension of what we have been pursuing together. When I left my church in 
2017 to join TTR during the first announcement to the church I said, “I want the coming months 
to feel like you are sending a missionary into the mission field, not like you are losing a pastor.” 



In many ways this current transition feels similar. I had always anticipated that my season with 
Revive would be much longer, but I have committed since 9th grade to be obedient to the Lord’s 
direction for my life. He has made this very clear, so I must obey. 
 
For those of you are a part of our financial support team here are a few practical details: 

- Revive helped me work out a transition plan that will allow for a smooth change and 
hopefully bless both ministries. 

- At the end of July I am having the TTR office stop all recurring gifts to my missionary 
account. If you give by check please make July your last gift. 

- During the months of August and September I will still be a reviveOHIO missionary and 
will draw down all the remaining funds that people have contributed to our ministry at 
that time. So the bottom line is that all the funds who have been given to our ministry 
with Revive will be utilized as I finish my last two months. 

- During August and September we are praying that God would provide many of our 
current ministry partners and some new ones to start giving towards our new ministry 
with Spirit and Truth. By starting donations in August it will allow us to build up some 
funds in order to start full-time with Spirit and Truth on October 1. 

- If you do not feel God leading you to give towards our new ministry, I would encourage 
you to continue giving to Time to Revive, either in their national ministry account or to 
another Revive missionary. 

- I will be following up with all our donors individually to answer questions or clarify any of 
these details. 

 
Please join us in praying for this new adventure. In so many ways it feels like all that God has 
taken me through in my life so far has built to this moment. My nearly 13 years in United 
Methodist ministry and the last year with reviveOHIO have prepared me for this unique calling.  
 
Nearly every day it seems God opens a new door for us to pursue revival in the Wesleyan 
stream. I am honestly blown away by how the Lord is unfolding his plan. Please pray God’s 
continued guidance and wisdom as we navigate the launch of Spirit and Truth. 
 
Again, thank you for all your have done to launch us into this missionary calling! You are 
amazing! I am praying for you all as I send this letter. 
 
Your fellow servant in Christ, 

 
Matt Reynolds 


